INTERIM CHIEF OF POLICE GABRIEL CAMACHO
cityor HARRISONBURG 101 NORTH MAIN STREET, HARRISONBURG, VA 22802

EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911
NONEMERGENCY NUMBER: (540) 434-4436
DEPARTMENT FAX NUMBER: (540) 437-2691

WWW.HARRISONBURGVA.GOV/POLICE

For Immediate Release
December 7, 2020

Contact: Officer H. W. McKenzie
HPD Public Information Officer
(540) 434-2314
hpd-pio@harrisonburgva.gov

HPD Fallen Officer Memorial Christmas Trees

HARRISONBURG, VA — This will be the second annual holiday season where the
Harrisonburg Police Department will be remembering the lives of fallen Police Officers
and K9s that have made the ultimate sacrifice over the past year. A memorial ornament
featuring a photo will be made in remembrance of each fallen officer and then placed on
a Christmas tree located at the Public Safety Building.

Each year an unfortunate number of police officer lives are taken and this year we are
saddened to see that even a higher number of officers will be remembered, and a
second Christmas tree has been added. To date a total of 272 police officers have lost
their lives in 2020 with 157 of those being related to health complications of COVID-19,
along with 17 K9 line of duty deaths.

This year, HPD officers were given ornaments featuring the fallen officer’'s name, photo
and department to place on the trees. This gave each of them the opportunity to learn
more about the fallen hero and reflect on this occasion. Officers filled two trees with
ornaments which were placed at the employee entrance of the Public Safety Building.

More information on the fallen officers being remembered this year and for updated
statistics, visit the Officer Down Memorial webpage at (https://www.odmp.org).
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